
CSM Technical Showcase Zine – Graphic Design 
Brief 

We are looking for a graphic and editorial designer who is experienced in using 
InDesign to design and output publications for print. You will be asked to submit 
a maximum of three examples that showcase your ability to do this/ work that 
best aligns with the brief below. 

Project overview 

With over 130 technical staff and 42 workshop spaces, the technical team brings a wide 
array of skills, expertise, and educational value to Central Saint Martins. From creative 
coding to natural dyeing, the CSM Technical community support our students to develop 
their art, design and performance practice. Technicians drive the technological 
development of the college with a passion for creativity, making, and education. 

This publication aligns with our mission to raise visibility of the technical staff and 
resources and the amazing work that students produce in workshops through 
collaboration with technicians. A previous project we have delivered in this vein was The 
Head, The Heart, The Hand exhibition which highlighted the role of technicians in the 
CSM student journey. 

The purpose of this zine therefore is to:  

• celebrate the role of technical teaching, workshops and technicians 

• showcase how students develop and produce their work through the workshops 

• feature student work that is technically innovative, impressive, or exemplary of 
sustainable practice 

• show the synergy across technical workshops 

• highlight what is possible in the CSM technical workshops 

• contribute to CSM’s reputation as a college of technical excellence 

Target audience 
• Art and design students currently studying at CSM 

• Prospective students, both domestic and international 

• CSM staff – technical, academic, professional, executive  

• Wider UAL staff 

• Other art & design universities including RCA, Glasgow School of Art. 
 

Project description 

Format 
• The zine will be a B5 16-page staple bound booklet. This will allow for 6 students 

to have a double page spread each.  

https://headhearthand.cargo.site/
https://headhearthand.cargo.site/


• The content will include photos of finished work, photos of work in progress 
scans of sketches. Textual content will include overview of the work, student, and 
workshops involved with quotes from technicians and students.  

• Images and text for six students, or double page spreads will be supplied to the 
designer.  

• The zine will be inkjet printed to ensure that photographs of student work is high 
definition and legible. However, we would like it to retain a zine-like graphic 
identity that you might typically achieve through riso, and not a high-end glossy 
publication. 

 

Style guidance 
• Stylistically we would like it to be fun and zine like, rather than a corporate 

publication.  

• One idea might be to lean into the idea of sketchbook to work in progress, to 
finished piece and following a sketch book style or theme would lend itself to the 
concept of working out ideas from concept to reality.  

• An additional idea might be to reinforce the physical journey across the building 
in some way, as students often make work through multiple workshops, whether 
that’s a page given over to a map/diagram or whether that comes across in the 
design. We can provide a map of the building/workshop locations if relevant for 
the design. 

• We would also like to be able to re-use the design year to year, so if it can easily 
be modified for a new edition, perhaps by shifting the colour palette, this would 
be greatly appreciated. As such we would ask for your InDesign template to be 
provided to enable this. 

• In terms of branding, our only request would be for it to discretely featuring the 
CSM logo (which will be supplied).  

 

Visual references 
Please see the images below for some references points of work we like. The key 
consideration is using photographs and text in interesting zine-like ways, although 
outputted via inkjet so that student work is clear and legible, and that there is enough 
space for text describing the work and quotes from technicians and students.  



 
 

 





 



 

 

Plan  

The Graphic Designer will be contracted for a maximum of 30 hours, as laid out below.  

 

Dates Hourly breakdown Description of task 

May 4–6 Hours Concept and style: Designing the cover, 

selecting typography, and creating the 

master page grid. This ensures the visual 

"skeleton" is consistent across all 16 

pages. 

3-14 August 8–12 Hours Initial Layout & Typesetting: Flowing text 

and placing images 

17-21 

August 

4–8 Hours Revisions & Proofing: estimating two 

rounds of edits for any edits and 

implementing editorial feedback. 

24-28 

August 

2–4 Hours Pre-press & Production: The technical 

"finish." The designer checks image 

resolutions (300 DPI), sets CMYK colour 



profiles, ensures proper bleed, and 

generates the print-ready PDF. 

For context the general project timeline is below, the Graphic Designer tasks are 
highlighted in yellow.  

Period Task 

Spring Graphic designer commissioned 

May Graphic Design concept and style finalised 

19th June Deadlines for submissions from technicians 

22nd to 30th June Final selection made 6 students (or 8 with contingency) 

July Gathering of content 

August Design: 
First Proof, Revised proof/corrections, Final sign off 

September Production 

Budget 

This project has a fixed fee of £673.20 working out at £22.44 per hour, for 30 hours. 


	CSM Technical Showcase Zine – Graphic Design Brief
	Project overview
	Target audience

	Project description
	Format
	Style guidance
	Visual references

	Plan
	Budget


